Manitoba Forage Council
Over the past 15 years, the Manitoba Rural Adaptation Council (MRAC) has supported 14 Manitoba Forage Council (MFC) projects worth a total of approximately $210,000. These projects have been funded through several Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada programs, including the Canadian Adaptation for Rural Development (CARD) fund, the Advancing Canadian Agriculture and Agri-Food (ACAAF) program, the New and Emerging Issues Speakers Program (NEISP), and the Canadian Agricultural Adaptation Program (CAAP). 
“MRAC funding has provided valuable support to our industry,” says Wayne Digby, MFC executive director. 

Under NEISP, MRAC provided funding for speakers at seven conferences, mainly the annual Manitoba Grazing School and the Western Canadian Holistic Management Conference. Between 200 and 400 people attend the Grazing School every year. 
In 2007, the first Western Canadian Holistic Management Conference was held in Manitoba. The conference is now an annual event held in locations across the Prairie Provinces.  

“The ability to bring in leading edge speakers has a tremendous impact on the industry,” says Digby, noting the producers in attendance do a good job of passing the information they learned at the conference onto others in their communities. 
The MFC has also made it a priority to explore new markets for the Manitoba forage industry. MFC’s current project, funded under CAAP, will indicate what the world markets are, as well as look at whether the industry can meet those markets by moving product through the port of Churchill and examine what form the product has to be in to move through Churchill. 
“We have a lot of interest on the part of Manitoba producers in looking at new forage export markets,” says Digby. “And a few of the producers are very interested in looking at what we need to do to process the product in order to meet those markets and where we can find transportation advantages.” 

Recently, the MFC also took a lead role in the formation of the Canadian Forage and Grassland Association (CFGA). 

“We’re pleased with the level of support across Canada and the commitment to move ahead with a national association,” says Digby, who also serves as executive director of the CFGA. 

When Digby began his position with the MFC three years ago, he was asked to look at the possible formation of a national forage and grassland association. The MFC offered to have the CFGA run out of its office in Brandon. 

“Manitoba is a good location for a national group like this because we have a large forage and grassland industry, and we’re centrally located,” he says. 

In 2009 the MFC also saw the need for a strategic plan to provide direction for the industry. MRAC provided funding for the MFC to develop this strategic plan, which was released to the public in spring 2010. 
“We were able to pull together all the stakeholders in the Manitoba forage and grassland industry and get input on what they see as some of the major challenges and opportunities across the industry,” says Digby. “We’ve now moved that forward to an action plan that we’re actually implementing. This process couldn’t have happened without MRAC funding.”  
The strategic plan pointed out that we need organizations like the MFC and CFGA to provide leadership in the forage and grassland industry, says Digby. 
For more information on the MFC visit www.mbforagecouncil.mb.ca. 
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