DDGS and Cattle
Western Canadian feedlot operators are turning to an alternative feeding source for their cattle. Dried distillers grains with solubles (DDGS) is partially replacing barley grain in the diets of finishing cattle. 

“In Western Canada the norm used to be diets that were 85 per cent barley grain fed to finishing cattle,” says Dr. John McKinnon with the Department of Animal and Poultry Science at the University of Saskatchewan in Saskatoon. “Today it’s the norm that you’ll see anywhere from 20 to 40 per cent of that barley grain has been replaced with distillers grains.” 
There’s been a change in the way feedlot operators are feeding their cattle because of the availability, the cost and the value of DDGS, says McKinnon.
“It has been shown that wheat-based distillers grains is equal to barley and probably has a feeding value of 105 to 110 per cent of barley grain,” he says, adding, “That means that cattle consuming these products are going to either gain faster or more efficiently than barley fed cattle. If these products are competitively priced to barley that means the cost of gain will be lower when distillers grains are included in the diet.” 

Availability of the DDGS depends on the feedlots proximity to an ethanol plant and also the size of the feeding operation, says McKinnon. 

DDGS is a direct byproduct of ethanol production. McKinnon believes this is the most economically viable way for an ethanol plant to use this byproduct. 

In 2006 several plants in Saskatchewan started looking at expanding into wheat-based ethanol production. Meanwhile McKinnon noticed a lack of information on DDGS in the feed rations of cattle. So with funding from Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC) through Adaptation Programming, McKinnon began a research project titled, Optimizing the Use and Value of Distillers Dried Grains with Solubles (DDGS) in Rations for Growing and Finishing Cattle. 

This project ended in March 2010 however McKinnon and his department continue to research the use of DDGS in livestock diets and are working with the livestock sector to incorporate DDGS into feeding programs. 
The Manitoba Rural Adaptation Council (MRAC) collaborated with four other regional councils, the Agriculture Council of Saskatchewan, Agriculture and Food Council of Alberta, Investment Agriculture Foundation of British Columbia, and Agricultural Adaptation Council in Ontario, to administer the AAFC funding for this project. 

“We appreciate the cooperative effort between the councils across the country. It certainly helped facilitate the work,” says McKinnon. 

~ Teresa Falk, MRAC Communications Officer

