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Aquaculture & Agriculture

Catalyst: someone or something that brings about change.
The Manitoba Rural Adaptation Council (MRAC) acts as a catalyst to stimulate industry and government activity where gaps are identified. 

A few years ago MRAC identified a new gap - the Prairie aquaculture industry. Since that time MRAC has taken several steps to stimulate industry and government activity in this area.  
In mid 2005, MRAC board chair Linda MacNair made a presentation to the annual Advancing Canadian Agriculture and Agri-Food (ACAAF) Issues and Opportunities conference. In her presentation MacNair cited a report by Daniel Stechey, a consultant with the Canadian Aquaculture Systems, and Eric Gilbert of the Aquaculture Management Directorate of the Canadian Department of Fisheries and Oceans, entitled, “The Scope and Potential of Aquaculture as a Diversification Strategy for Traditional Agriculture Operations.” 
This report was jointly funded by Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada and the Department of Fisheries and Oceans and was intended to identify the scope and potential of aquaculture as a diversification strategy, creating a second income stream to enhance traditional agriculture operations. 
The Stechey and Gilbert report concluded that aquaculture is a farming – not fishing – industry. Therefore, in her presentation, MacNair encouraged the federal government to shift responsibility for aquaculture, along with the appropriate financial and human resources, from the Department of Fisheries and Oceans to Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada. 
Later that year, MRAC partnered with Manitoba Agriculture, Food and Rural Initiatives (MAFRI) to host a stakeholder conference in Winnipeg entitled, “Spawning Aquaculture.” The goal of the workshop was to bring together stakeholders for a facilitated discussion to initiate a strategy that will nurture aquaculture as an agricultural diversification tool in Manitoba. 
The conference resulted in five major recommendations: 
· formation of a producers association for the aquaculture sector

· MAFRI becomes the lead public sector organization in support of aquaculture

· provide a clear and comprehensive regulatory framework and access to technical advice on water supply, effluent management and other environmental issues

· stocker and inventory financing

· develop low cost feed alternatives
The recommendations were distributed throughout MAFRI to be used as a basis for further direction from the provincial government.

The first recommendation quickly became a reality with the formation of the Manitoba Aquaculture Producers Association in January 2006. This group became a leader in the aquaculture industry and drove the expansion of the industry through the value chain from production to processing, marketing, quality control, distribution and beyond. 
Approximately three years later, the Manitoba government announced, via a news release on December 17, 2008, that agriculture in Manitoba is advancing into fish farming with the implementation of the Manitoba-Canadian Model Aqua-Farm Initiative. This initiative will receive funding from the Inter-provincial Partnership for Sustainable Freshwater Aquaculture Development (IPSFAD), Fisheries and Oceans Canada’s national Aquaculture Innovation and Market Access Program (AIMAP) and Manitoba’s entrepreneur in the project, Riddell’s Roasters Inc. from Warren, which is owned by Rudy and Leslie Reimer. 
Aquaculture promotes innovation and diversity in rural Manitoba and MRAC is pleased to have acted as a catalyst in this initiative.  
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December 17, 2008

MANITOBA TO DEVELOP FUTURE FOOD RESOURCE THROUGH 
AQUA-FARM FISH INDUSTRY ON THE PRAIRIES

Agriculture in Manitoba is advancing into the wetter realm of fish farming with the implementation of the Manitoba-Canadian Model Aqua-Farm Initiative, Agriculture, Food and Rural Initiatives Minister Rosann Wowchuk announced today along with the Honourable Gail Shea, Minister of Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO).

The Manitoba aqua-farm initiative will receive funding from the Inter-provincial Partnership for Sustainable Freshwater Aquaculture Development (IPSFAD), Fisheries and Oceans Canada's national Aquaculture Innovation and Market Access Program (AIMAP) and Manitoba's entrepreneur in the project, Riddell's Roasters Inc. from Warren, which is owned and operated by Rudy and Leslie Reimer. The total cost of the project is $1,185,501 and is supported by the province with funding totaling more than $309,000 and an equal amount from the federal government. The Reimers are contributing approximately $350,000 in existing infrastructure and $280,000 in input and operating costs.

“The Government of Canada is committed to enhancing the global competitiveness, productivity and environmental performance of Canada's aquaculture industry through AIMAP, which provides $23.5 million to Canada's aquaculture industry over the next five years,” said Minister Shea. “By investing in projects such as the Manitoba-Canadian Model Aqua-Farm Initiative, DFO is supporting a vibrant producer sector that contributes to the economies of rural, coastal and First Nations communities.”
“Fish farming or aquaculture promotes innovation, entrepreneurship and industry diversity in rural Manitoba, and this industry has the potential to grow additional business opportunities through value-added activities while also adding to marketable food supplies,” added Minister Wowchuk. “Our province will be taking full advantage of the opportunity to lead the Canadian Model Aqua-Farm Initiative by moving forward with this business initiative.” 
Wowchuk further noted that aquaculture is the fastest growing food production industry worldwide with the demand for fish and fish products escalating rapidly.  Close to half of the fish products eaten today come from aquaculture.

“The establishment of the Canadian Model Aqua-Farm is an important step in the evolution of sustainable land-based aquaculture,” said Dr. Grant Vandenberg, president of IPSFAD. “IPSFAD is excited to be moving forward with this project as it validates our efforts to work closely with the freshwater industry to identify industry constraints and strategically coordinate actions to solve critical bottlenecks and permit aquaculture development in Canada through innovation, technology transfer and demonstration.”
“We are very excited and appreciate the opportunity to be involved in this innovative project,” said the Reimers. “It will help us to diversify our existing farm operation and provide new opportunities for our family farm and our community.”
Manitoba's fish farm will focus on rainbow trout which is not currently harvested commercially in the province and is expected to produce 100 tonnes of fish annually. Environmentally there is little impact due to the high level of water reuse in the production system. Additionally, possible benefits include the availability of fish manure as a natural fertilizer.

Farm construction is slated for completion prior to the end of the 2008/09 fiscal year.

The Inter-Provincial Partnership for Sustainable Freshwater Aquaculture Development (IPSFAD) is registered not-for-profit corporation. IPSFAD is highly industry-driven and includes regional representation on its Board of Directors. Its mission is to promote sustainable development of freshwater aquaculture in Canada by creating consensus regarding applied research, development and commercialization (RDC) priorities identified by industry, and promoting research, development and commercialization projects by coordinating required research and/or technology transfer expertise to oversee project execution.
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